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gal petition with the U.S. Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco and Firearms, asking it to
clarily what they say is a “loophole” that
allows wineries to use the coveted vari-
etal identification on products containing
less than 100% wine.

The farmers do concede that part of
The [awit for the surplus is thelr own. Ac-
cording to the state Agricultural Statis-
ties Service, the 1399 harvest is expected
to bring in 2.9 million tons. up 13% from
1998. Forty thousand new acres came into
production this year, and an additional
122.000 acres should begin bearing fruit
in the next three years. savs an Aug. 23
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Suit Will Test
State Law
On War Labor

By SHIRLEY LFUNG
Staff Reporior of TRE WALL STREET JouRwAL

L.0S ANGELES~Jae Won Jeong was 23
years old, a college student studying eco-
nomics, when he defied the orders of the
Japanese Empire.

1t was 1944 and, with the fortunes of war
beginning to turn against Japan, the gov-
ernment started drafting Korean nationals
studying at Japanese universities, When
Mr. Jeong refused, he was sent for nearly
twa yesrs to toll in an alleged slave-labor
camp run by Onods Cement Co., then
Yased in Onoda. Japan,

Meanwhile, back in California, Califor-
nia Portland Cement Co., founded in 1891
in Colton, was selling cement and con-
crete, heiping suppors the U.S. war effort
on its way to bacoming one of the biggest
players in the Southern California market.
The company's cement can de found in
such Los Angeles landmarks as City Hall,
the Santa Monica Freeway and the new
Staples Center.

Today. thanks to the twists of polltical
and corporate history, Mr. Jeong and Cali-
fornfa Portland find themnselves refighting
8 World War I battie—this time, in Los An-
geles Superior Court.

In 1890, Onoda-—now known as Talbeiyo
Cement Corp. of Tokyo—acquired Califor-
nia Portiand. And, earlier this month, Mr.
Jeong filed suit againet Taiheiyo and its
U.S. subsidiaries under a new state law
that sllows survivors and their heirs to
seek compensation from companies that
exploiied slave labor during World War H.
(Also named is another Taihelyo acquisi-
tien, Lone Star Northwest, a Seattls con-
crete firm.)

Taiheiyo and lts subsidiaries haven't yet
decided how torespond to the sult, says John
Renninger, the general coupsel for Calilor-
nia Portland, now based in Glandora.

Mr. Jeong, now 77 and belleved to be the
first Korean-American civillan to file suit
under the new California law, says he sim-
ply wants an apology and back pay for s la-
bor. “T was a personal witness to what kind
of cruelty was done against mumankingd and
human beings,” Mr. Jeong seys through an
interpreter and his lawyer, Haewon Shir.
“Those need to be declared to the warld,
even though so much time has lapsed.”

California is the first U.S. state to allow
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San Francisco Tries

A Stronger Base for

By Suzwa Muto

Staff Reporter of THE WaLL §TRwer JOUVANAL

0—The University of
California’s vast medical campus here
pumps out scientists and discoveries that
fuel the state's burgeoning bioscience in-
dustry. So when local business booster
groups commissioned a study to poll indus-
try executives for the best place for compa-
nies to locate, the result was & clear victory

- lor—San Diego?

Yes. That city offers the dest balance of
incentives for new outfits {0 launch and
mature companies to test and manufaciire
thelr produets, according to the study by
A.T. Kearney Inc.. the management-con-
sulting unit of Electronic Data Systems
Corp. San Francisco Onished near the bot-
tom because people perceive il 1acks space,
fnfrastructure, incentives and a favorable
regulatory environment.

If all goas according to plan, however,
that will change with the opening of Mis-
sion Bay. Stretching for slightly more than
360 actes along the city's eastern water-
front, Mission Bay's centerpiece is & 1.4
bilifon satellite campus for UC-San Fran-
¢cisco dedicated to bioscience research. The

43-acre campus b:
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The Californls suits come on the heels

Law on Seeking
War Damages

Continued From Page CAl
sulfs to recover wages from companies
that used slave labor from 1929 to 1245—
and currently ao business in California.

Written by state Ssn. Tom Hayden (D.,
Los Angeles) and adopted unanimousiy by
the Legisiature, the law was intended to
help Jews and others enslaved by Ger-
many's Na2l regime, but alzo applies to
victims of other Axis powers. Since the
measure teok effect in July, at least five
suits have been filed; plaintiffs have until
Dec, 31, 2010, to make thelr claims.

Legal experts are unsure, however,
how the law will play out in court. Even
lawyers for Mr. Jeong, who are seeking
class-action status for their claim, have
questions: Can their
sutt include Koresn
nationals  resident
overseas., for exam-
ple? (Ms. Shin, a Los
Angeles attorney who Y
specializes in family 4
1aw, says she's re-
ceived calls from Ko-
rean citizens who say
they were enslaved
by Onoda.) ;

What's more, il's
unciear. (o what ex- .
tent California courts
have jurisdiction over
war crimes coramit-
ted overseas by an enemy power—a coR-
cern raised in the Senate Judiclary Com-
miftee’s own analysis of the bill.

“Most people would agree that pecple
who engage in forced labor or slave labor
should be held accountable f{or what
they've done,” says Jeffrey L. Bleich, who
teaches human-rights law at the Univer-
sity of Callfornia-Berkeley. “On the other
hand, this can create a great deal of fruit-
less litigation—unless some of these legal
requirements can be worked out in ad-
vance.”

‘Does Nat Have the Autherity’

Another Japenese company. Mitsublshi
International, a unit of Tokyo-based Mit-
sublshi Corp., is facing claims in Orange
County Superior Coust filed by former
American prisoners of war. Mitsubishi at-
torney Arne Wagner says he is Jikely to ar-
gue that the U.S. government barred any
claims by individusls ugninst Japanese
companies by signing a postwar agree-
ment with Japan. the Treaty of San Fran-
ciseo, in 1951.

“Tne Celifornia Legislature doss not
hava the authorily to enact legigiation that
conflicts or undoes 3 treaty,” says Mr.
Wagner.

David Casey Jr., the San Diego lawyer
representing the American plaiotiffs. dis-

Joe Won Jeong 4

of a stream of high-profile cases pursuing
reparations for war crimes committed 8
half~century ago. Some have been success-
ful: Last year, Holocaust survivors and
their heirs won a $1.25 billion settlement
from several Swiss banks for allegedly
profiting from money taken from Jews dur-
ing World War I1.

But some clalms have fajled. Plajntifis
in most of the 37 cases filed jn Japan—in-
cluding “comfort women,” foreign sex
slaves pressed to serve Japanese soldiers—
have lost or ate appesling the claims
against the Japanese government or com-
panies, says Ignatius Ding, spokesman for
the Global Atllance for Preserving the His-
tory of World War II in Asfs, based in Cu-

Mr. Ding believes the Holocaust case
made headway becauze the plaintiffs Oled
in a U.S. court, as opposed to a potentially
unfrlendly court overseas. “Why did these
companies change their minds after 50
years?” says Mr. Ding. “It's not because
all of a sudden they have a consclence.
They know if they don't, they wili lase.”

Barry Ficher, a Los Angeles attorney
who has worked on both the Swiss bank
cases and suits in Japan, says the Cali-
fornia law, though untested, will attract
many litigants; with the numbar of sur-
vivors dwindling due to the passage of
time, many wil) seek what could be a last
chance for justice. (One historian esh-
mates that the Japanese conscripted one
million Korean citlzens during World
Warll)

“There {5 8N enormous amount of inter-
est natlonally in the last battles of the Sec-
ond World War betny fought out in Califor-
nia courts,” says Mr. Fisher,

Memories of Hardship

In Los Angeles, Mr. Jeong, a broad-
shouldered man, sits sulienly in a confer
ence room in his jawyer's Koreatown of-
fice, as he recounts in rapid Korean the de-
tails of his forced labor: long days of break-
ing rocks with siedgehammers with little
food. Then there were days of being kicked
by Japanese soldiers, and then days when
he was grdered to lick their boots.

Once an aspiring banker, Mr. Jeong
says the cruejty he endured and witnessed
sucked the life out of him. He never fin-
ished college and became 3 high-school
teacher in Seoul. “I lost 60% to 70% of my-
self.” he says. “The only thing [ dreamed of
:ias to Jive 4 decent human life with dig-

ty.”
Asked why he didn't press for repara-
tions right after the war, Mr. Jeong says:
“So many people died, so many people dis-
appeared. ... I[ [onel survived, it was
everything one counld think about.”

After his four grown children immi-
grated to the U.8., Mr. Jeong followed in
1989. And after learning about the Califor-
nia law through a Kores Times newspaper
story, Mr. Jeong decided to press ahead.

“Baseq on this, the current ang funire
generations will lesrn something.” he
§8ys. “Justice will be restored.”
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Halloweon No Boo-Boo for Retailers

You think Christmas is the only holiday to simpler times.
that will spook your theckbook? Add “{t's a trand back to the :
Halloween. “The baby boomers are mis
Santa Monica's Macerich Co., which owns  traditions they had as kids,”
Ninsty percent of the 1
surveyad say they'l shop fos
ed products this year. That
centape points behind the n
Most Cafifornians will s(
on costumes, with 44% of
to transform themseives inl
the popuiar video ¢
Meanwhils, 40.9% of aduits
the shagadelic look of Br
Austin Powers, or don a ret
Ths Macerich survey. c¢
woek of Septamber, intarvic
Arden Fair in Sacramenio:
East in Antioch; and Los Ce

a3 “Boo-ology” survey of Mallowesn shopping
hablis of some 4,000 consumers ang found
that in terms of spending, the ghoutish hali-
day ranks right bahind Christmas.

"By far, it's taken over Easter for purchas-
08," says Susan Valentine, Macarich’s senior
vige president of markating. “Easler moves
around so much, and atcording 0 westher
... il you have any type of snowstorm, that
affects clothing sales. Halloween is the sams

and trick-or-treat.”
Ms. Valenting also believes the holiday
haunts many because they want (o hark Dack
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