fusing to be drafted
ese imperial army.

was a Korean na-
as not obligated to
panese military, he
esistance won him
king limestone by
for Japan’s Onoda

Cement Manufacturing Co. in the
northeastern tip of the Korean
peninsula. Korea was a Japanese
colony until the war ended in 1945.
Two years ago Jeong, now a U.S.
citizen, sued the company and its
successor entities and affiliates in
Japan and in the United States un-
der a'1999 state law that says war-
time European and Asian forced-la-
bor victims can bring cases in
California until 2010. '

* On Monday, Jeong learned that
Los Angeles Superior Court Judge
Peter D. Lichtman had rejected the
company’s motion to dismiss his
lawsuit. It was the first procedural

. victory for a plaintiff in any U.S.

case seeking redress from'a Japa-
nese company for forced labor.

“It's ironic that we have to seek

- justice for erimes committed
against humanity by Japan in an
- American court,” said Jeong,;a re-
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" tired high school teacher. “Most of
the men I worked with in that slave
camp have long since passed on
from this world. But, by pursuing
this case, I want to tell the world
what really happened and that
such atrocities must never be al-
lowed to be repeated again.” - '

-Jeong’s attorney, Barry A.
Fischer, called the ruling “the first
breakthrough” in the “first wall of
deferises” of Japanese companies
against the suits by victims of

forced labor. He said dozens of law-

. suits against Japanese firms that
benefited from:forced labor before
and during World War II are pend-

_ing in the United States and Japan.

Attorney Douglas Mirell, one of .
- the lawyers representing the Japa--
nese firms, said his clients believe

the ruling is “erroneous,” and he is

considering- asking an appeals’

court to reverse Lichtman’s deci-
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RULING: Ex-Slave Laborer’s Sui

Conﬁnued from Bl
apply California law.
Unlike European Holocaust

cases, the suits against Japanese
companies, which used slave la-
bor throughout Asia before and
during World War II, have met
" with U.S. government opposition.
. The United States has consis-
-tently sided with the Japanese le
'gal position. :
Onoda, a major conglomerate,
operated in many countries, in-

cluding Manchuria, Korea and
others occupied by Japan. Under

-the company has agreed to turn
over 4,000 to 5,000 documents,
lawyers said.
Under California law, a World
War II forced-labor victim is “any
:person who was a member of the
civilian population conquered by
the Nazi regime, its allies or sym-
pathizers . . . forced to perform
- labor without pay for any period
of time between 1929 and 1945, by

_a previous ruling by Lichtman, .
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_An emotional Joon Young Lee listens at the news conference 0
|Jae-Won, Jeong, who is suing to collect reparations for hang
[been forced into slave labor by the Japanese in World War:

its allies and :Sympathizers.” .
‘sympathizers, or enterprises Jeong’s lawsuit seeks compe:
transacting business in any of sation for his labor and injuri
these areas under the control of .as well as an apology and a {r
‘the Nazi regime or its allies and to benefit former forced labore

'the Nazi regime,




