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Pursult of W W 11 Redress

; Hlts Japanese Boardrooms

= Courts: As lawsuits begm to mount, anx1ety and
resentment grow in Tokyo over alleged victims’ ‘extortlon

By SONNIEF RON ’

TIMES STAFF WRITER I
i

TOKYO—Justice\dr extortmn" '

The transpacific perception gap is

- widening as stunned Japanese -Cor- .
-porations «eonfront 4 ‘tsunami - of

- lawsuits filed  in U S courts by -
Allied prisoners of: WaL; and others-" .
who say they were used as forced -

laborers during World War .
-And .thé hostilities over: hlstory

‘slave laborers in Nazi Germany in
* the historic $5.2-billion settlement
reached last month turn their legal
guns_on Japanese corporations that
allegedly profited from the erimes of
i the nnpenal war machme

-Surpnsmgly few Japanese are
aware of the growing redress move- -
ment in the United States, whereat -
least 14 lawsuits have been filedon ~ -
behalf of victims and perhaps two -
dozen more are expected soon. Two, -
members of parliament and several

top internatjonzl scholars recently

acknowledged” that they were. un- .

aware of theissue.

- .But_ among thoseA in the pohtxcal'

“*establishment who have . followed
- ,are likely to bring more bad blood in
"the coming months as some of the .
jattorneys. who represented - former.

the sparse Japanese media coverage
of the suits, there is' growing anxiety .-
and barely concealed resentment. -

- Some see greedy U.S. Iawyers

plotting to mug ‘“deep-pocket”

Japanese companies, which are vul-
nerable because they do businessin
the United States; over-a repara- .
Please see JAPAN ‘ A




‘1ons issue that Japan believes was

~eace Treaty.

; publicity and punitive legal fees.

1on,

neys, the source said.

tion in U.S. courts and media of the
tigliest chapter in Japanese istory

- U.S.-Japanese relations.

“Anti-American sentiment wﬂl
increase in-a visible way,’ * predicted 7

.-Takashi Inoguchi, a political scien-
_ tist at Tokyo University. Whatever
the legal merits of the cases, Inogu-
hi said the Japanese government

sisting that all issues were settled
by the U.S.-Japan peace treaty.

have seemed to weélcomeé the U.S,
initiatives as offering hope for the

o.nied v1ct1ms of atrocities.
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"ettled by the 1951 San Franclsco _

- Even if the companies prevazl in-
totirt, as the Japanese government
sists they will, they face horrific

“Thls is really a form of extor- :
said a source close to the
#~Japanese government, which, like *
==the beleaguered corporatlons has -
een tight-lipped about the issue.
Managers and employees of the !
blue-chip corporatlons being sued

awsuits as a business opportunity |
for U.S. litigators and defense attor- .

Others here fear that the excava- s

will ‘create a backlash here that i
could strengthen -this nation’s}
s.Ultraconservatives, increase’ suspi-
cions of the U.S. Jews who some
«-perceive as masterminding the le- §
: gal attack, and potentially strain §

w-will have difficulty stonewalling the
" mounting pressure abroad by in- :

. Only Japanese peace activists -

- justlce they say this nation’s pro- '
government courts have long de- '

: i-'fPfeiintiffs Face
| Uphill Battle

. month, Japanese attorneys who
" have been waging a mostly sym-

-.atrocities swapped notes and strate-
“gies with U.S.
= worked on the' Holocaust-linked
- suits against German corporations.

- At least 46 war redress suits have

_1937 Nanking massacre; relatives

mer comfort women who__,

leged slave laborers .
_Not one case has been won.

"Takagi, three cases;have been set- |
tled out of court, ineliding a forced :
bor case against steel giant NKK
orp. In two cases, the courts-ruled :

wronged, though they declined to

-order restitution, saying it is up to

‘parliament to decide whether and

_how fo compensate vmtxms :

= Right-wing activists. plcketed the
= redress conferencé in' Tokyo; hold-

. ing signs that read, “The Nanking-.

= ‘MasSacre Never Happened ?-and’

= calling on the U. S. to repent for the

= -atomic bombings. of leoshnna and

" Nagasaki.

I\@vertheless, a delegatlon ofac-l

ém California that attended ex-
pressed confidence that the Japa- |
nese government will soon be i
rced by pressure on its. corpora-
“tions to seek a political settIEment
“with the victims., -
Assemblyman Mike Honda (D-
San Jose), author of a successful
resolution calling on Japan to:

At two international conferences .
-~ held in Tokyo and Osaka last "i

Plalnuffs include survivors of the 3

injured after-the war by "
cal weapons and other ord-*"»'

at the plaintiffs had been ’

s and human rights lawyers ©

{ - sider the example of the 1988 U.S.

*polic political and legal battle on
- behalf of alleged victims of wartime :;

litigators who

o Mk WA

" justice has been done.”

- league with and benefited from the

apologize, said Tokyo should con- -

legislation compensating Japanese ;
Americans who were mterned dur- :
ing the war. :

“The issue is not Whether Japan :
can, on technical grounds, elude
responsibility,” Honda told the con- -
ference. “The questlon is whether B

Los Angeles attorney: Barry A c
Fisher said the legal assault on :
Japanese corporations has only be- : .
gun. Future targets could include :
banks that financed wartime activ-
ities, private companies whese éifi-
ployees procured or made use of
the 'sex slaves, insurance. compa-
nies, and any shipping firms that #
transported slave laborers g

- . “The Japanese were running no o
less than the biggest slave shipping ;

operation since the middle passage, :
the African slave trade,” Fisher said. ©
Some of the plaintiffs” atforneys .

recently laimched a° Web site— :

hitp:/ /www. yapanesewwuclazms 5
.com—to proyide information to
anyone who-clairs to be a victim of ©
a Japanese war crime. -
The Japanese compames ‘will =
probably claim they are-riot the
legal successors to the zaibatsu -
conglomerates, some of which were
disbanded by the American occupa- -.
tion after World War II. But “these
issues were faced in all the Holo- .
caust cases, and we were ready for
them,” Fisher said. “There were -
private companies that were in _

war effort, that made profits from |
the use of forced labor, and they i -
were unjustly enriched.” g




P

. womenr’ to the front lines? Of course

. they are accomplices,” said Ignatius |

R Y. Ding of the Global Alliance for

: Preservmg the History of World |

War IT in Asia. The Northern Cali-
fornia-based organization, which
seeks an apology and compensation
from Japan, alleges that 10 million

Asians were used as forced laborers ||

- during Japanese rule. Only 5,000 or

" 80 survivors may still be alive, Ding

said, but ‘what is important is that

* the perpetrators admit wrongdoing. ;

International human rights advo-

cates and.legal scholars argue that

. ... - responsibility for wartime atrocities

-. should not be subject to any statute

* of limitations and that peace trea-;

- ties between nations do not extin-

. guish the rights of individuals who

were victims of war crimes—

-whether -committed by govern-
ments or their corporate cronies.

. .. Thisline of argument was used in

. the suits concerning Nazi-era

abuses by German corporations and

Swiss banks, However, the Japa-

nese government and at least oneif

Japanese court have explicitly re-
. Jectedit.
i+ And so far, the government ap-
pears adamant that its position is
legally and moraily justified.

ment, Japan has paid more than
$27 Dbillion in war repdrations to 27
countries. After huge battles, Japa-
- nese textbooks now. include brief
descriptions of its invasions and
© wartime atrocities. And in 1995,
. then-Prime Minister Tomiichi Mu-
- ‘Tayama issued an apology, express-
f ing “deep remorse” for the “tre-
- mendous damage” 1nf11cted by
- Japanese “aggression.” Critics note
i that the parliament has refused to
© adopt a similar apology.

In a recent interview, Foreign
Ministry spokesman Sadaaki Numa-

“Who shipped the ‘comfort

According to a study by parlia-||

- ta noted that under Article 16 of the
San Francisco Peace Treaty, Japan's
5 overseas holdings were liquidated by

the Intematlonal Corrmnttee of the

reparatmns clauns
m any actions. tal;en by

'said “Japan and its na-

v,'"; said thttler Law

aust cases.”

: ‘yet-to articulate a public’ relations |

learly: includes corpora-"
‘a U.S. legal expert said-

v by. looking just at that:-

80,00t yét clear Whether a
’ alifornia law extendmg until -
© 2010 the' statute of limitations for
_ suits by World War IT forced labor :
B vietims will be ruled constltutlonal .»

1
.\or whether New Jersey federal ||:
ourt fulings in favor of the Ger—

The ‘Japanese right wing is out-
One of its” leaders Tokyo o

* strategy. Spokesmen for eight firms,
in ‘brief ‘teléphone interviews, ;sard :
litéle more thar “no commerit.” :

“Mitsubishi *Corp. spokesman Ya- |

" guhito Hirota said the company does

.not: 6wh: ¢oal’thines where foreed' |

~.. daborers could have worked-and that: ‘;
. Mitsubishi-was" disbanded by USs. |

-authorities after. the war. The cur- '
-rent: Mitsubishi was not founded

-until 1954, he said.

. “I think:there must be a m1sun- .
N derstandmg,” Hirota said. “How- ;
ever, the lawsuits do exist; so we :
: Wlllrespond sincerely.” ,

~'Times- Tokyo ‘Bureau researcher
N Chial_(! Kitada contributed to this report.




