‘Slavery
Lawsuits
Overruled

Federal jurists say a state
lawallowingWWIH
“_;VlCtImS of forced labor
f-.;'to sueisillegal.

i By HENRY WEINSTEIN
‘Times Staff Writer "

A federal appeals court

day declared unconstitutional & § |

1999 California law giving-
' Warll vietims offorced lab

~ filed by individuals who toﬂ
slave laborers in Nagzi Germ
~and Japan. The plamtlffs An~

. cluded elderly Jews and Amen- K
can prisoners of war as well’as -

Korean - and- Chinese civilians

pressed into labor after ‘being -

captured by the Japanese army.
" The 3-0 decision by the U.S.

9th Circuit Court of Appeals in. -
San Francisco, saying the federal

government has exclusive prov-

- ince over foreign affairs, upheld . | .}
rulings by federal trial judgesin “ > . f

Los Angeles and San Franeisco:
‘The cases were consohdated for
appeal.

: Tuesdays decision was dla- '
metrically at odds with a ruling - |

issued just six days earlier by a
California appeals court in Los

Angeles, which upheld the state )

. law written by former state Sen

Tom Hayden (D-Los Angeles).-
A lawyer for some of the vic-
[See Ruling, Page B10].




